Furniture and objets d'art of the 18th century

The interlude of the Gallery
Eglomised glass

Eglomised glass takes its name from Jean-Baptiste Glomy (1720?-1786), a
drawer, engraver, but also a print dealer and framer in Paris. At the end of
the 18th century, he revived an ancient technique whose origins date back to
Antiquity.

France, Medallion representing the Château de Saint-Cloud, first half of the 18th century,
eglomised glass (seen without its frame), H. 18 cm, W. 24 cm, Galerie Léage

France, Medallion representing the Berlin Arsenal, first half of the 18th century, eglomised
glass (seen without its frame), H. 18 cm, W. 24 cm, Galerie Léage

It consists of fixing a gold or silver leaf under a glass plate and then
engraving this leaf with a drypoint or painting a decoration on the reverse of
the plate. This technique is difficult, with a reversed creation process. The
painter must start with the details from the foreground to the background,
the decoration being admired from the reverse. Fragile, the whole is held
together by a second plate.

Eglomised glass can be used to represent landscapes, views, or decorative
motifs. The most beautiful glasses considered as real paintings could be
framed and decorate a wall. Smaller glasses could, thanks to their
preciousness, be used to decorate the lids of snuff boxes and candy boxes.
This technique was also used as a decorative ornament on mirror frames.

France, View of the Baths of Apollo at Versailles, Louis XIV period, eglomised glass and
carved and gilded wooden frame, H. 13,6 cm, W. 18,3 cm, Galerie Léage

Eglomised glass is a technique whose use is attested since the Roman
Period. It has never been lost but it became very fashionable during the
reign of Louis XIV and reappeared at the end of the century with JeanBaptiste Glomy who used it to frame his engravings by surrounding them
with a gold net. This use was so successful that his name remained
associated with it.

See you next week for a new
interlude !

Meanwhile, you can follow us on at the gallery or on our websites:
https://www.francoisleage.com/fr/home
https://www.francoisleage-youngcollectors.com

See us on Instagram to follow our news!
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