Furniture and objets d'art of the 18th century

The interlude of the Gallery
How were new furniture and objets d’art designed in the 18th
century?

Alexandre-Jean Oppenordt (1639-1715), Project for the long case clock of the Count of
Toulouse, after 1718, private collection
Alexandre-Jean Oppenordt (1739-1715), André-Charles Boulle (1642-1732), Long case
clock for the Count of Toulouse, circa 1714-1719, Paris, Musée du Louvre (inv. OA 6746)

Furniture and objets d'art originated in the imagination of architects,
sculptors and ornamentalists, who were considered to be artists because
they created often fantasy compositions of various shapes and ornaments.
They drew their inspiration from their knowledge of art and architecture
and were able to disseminate their works through engravings or the
publication of collections. However, these creations could only be realised
by the will of the marchands merciers who acted as decorators or by private
individuals who consulted these collections or even guided their design
directly.

From there, a scale model or life-size model was made to allow adjustments
in the choice of motifs or in the balance of proportions. For a piece of
furniture, detailed drawings of the sides, showing the desired final result
with bronzes, were accompanied by life-size tracings used to cut out the
marquetry. In the case of a seat, a wax model was used to simulate the effect
of the upholsterer's work once the piece was completed. It could sometimes
precede another larger reduction before the final realisation. For bronzes,
the real size model in clay or wax, plaster or wood could be used directly as
a mould for casting and the practice of overmoulding was not uncommon.
Thus, thanks to these methods and people, tastes and styles evolved
throughout the 17th and 18th centuries.

Although two very rare models of wax seats are preserved in the Louvre,
drawings or engraved models are more common.

Jacques Gondoin (1737-1818),
Model of an armchair for the Pavillon à la Romaine at the Belvedere in Versailles (front and
rear views), circa 1780, Paris,
Musée du Louvre (inv. V 6159)
François II Foliot, (1748- ?), Jacques Gondoin (1737-1818), Chair for the Belvedere at
Versailles, 1781, Versailles, château de Versailles (inv. V 5358)

André-Charles Boulle (1642-1732), Drawing for a cabinet, circa 1680-1700, Paris, Musée
des Arts décoratifs (inv. 724)
André-Charles Boulle (1642-1732), Cupboard, circa 1680-1700, Paris,
Musée du Louvre (inv. OA 5516)

Jean-Charles Delafosse (1734-1789), Model for a wall light in Iconologie, IIIe volume de
l'Œuvre de Jean-Charles Delafosse, Paris, Chez Jacques François Chereau,
1740-1775 (FOL RES 107)
From a drawing by Jean-Charles Delafosse (1734-1789), Wall light (from a pair) in carved,
openwork and gilt wood, circa1770, Galerie Léage

See you next week for a new
interlude!
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